
MTTF & FIT Rates

Mean Time To Failure (MTTF) is a 
reliability term used to provide the 
mean time (in hours or years) before 
the component failure. This is the 
most common inquiry about a 
product's life span, and it is important 
in the decision-making process of the 
end user. Failure In Time (FIT) is 
another way of reporting MTTF. 

Several prediction methods over time 
have been developed to determine 
reliability, but the most often used 
standard when compiling reliability 
data for transceivers is Bellcore
/Telcordia TR332. The MTTF data 
shown below for some of the most 
popular ProLabs transceiver products 
are calculated using the Bellcore 
TR332 part count method.
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